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Thank you Mr. Chairman, and welcome to our distinguished guests who have come from so far to be here.

I don’t think I have to tell anyone here how important it is for Members of Congress to listen to those “on the front lines” of issues we are responsible for addressing.  I have often said that the desk – and in this case the dais – is a dangerous place from which to view the world, and that is certainly the case when we are talking about the issues of border security and illegal immigration…issues that are as complex and important as they come.

So, I am sincerely grateful to have before us today individuals who deal with the impacts of illegal immigration and cross-border smuggling every day.  I believe you all will bring a unique perspective from which we can all learn.  

As this Subcommittee has labored over the last five years to vastly increase the resources devoted to border security and immigration enforcement, we have always been mindful of the impacts upon State and local communities.  We have not only expected DHS to reach out to localities that are affected by their operations, we have expected DHS to do so with vigor.  While DHS certainly has a duty to secure our borders and ports of entry and to enforce our immigration laws, the Department also has a duty to be considerate of citizens’ rights—especially law-abiding citizens – while carrying out the mission of securing our borders.
So, I think we have to approach this issue in terms of balance.  It is without question that we are going to secure our borders and end illegal immigration – sovereign control of borders and a viable immigration system are fundamental to our homeland security and they are goals that are not negotiable.  However, many local governments and private 

landowners have interests that are impacted by the Department’s efforts and they have every right to be heard and to be granted reasonable considerations.  

I know the issues of border security and illegal immigration are difficult.  I have been dealing with these issues my entire 27 years in Congress and have often cringed over the futility of our efforts.  But now, in looking at recent results, I am optimistic that the tide is turning and we are finally achieving the control of our borders that has been so elusive, yet also unquestionably vital to the safety and security of our nation.

Thank you again for coming today to testify.  I appreciate your willingness to contribute to solving these problems and look forward to hearing your testimony.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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