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Good morning, gentlemen.  Welcome to the next in an unfortunate series of Energy Department hearings.  I do hope we won’t hear another recounting this morning of how the Department is ignoring Congressional direction in order to meet its own internal priorities.  
Congress provided a significant increase for each of your programs over the President’s fiscal year 2008 request.  Mr. Kolevar, your budget received nearly $14 million more than requested.  Fossil energy received a $176 million increase from the request.  And energy efficiency and renewable energy was the biggest winner, with over $486 million added to the request.  
I may have a question later about whether this is the right balance.  Maybe more money should go to fossil energy, since whether we’re thinking about cutting carbon emissions or reducing reliance on foreign oil, we’ve got to improve our coal plants.   Of course, I think nuclear is going to be an increasingly important part of our generation, but I’ll talk about that at the Nuclear Energy hearing.  Anyway, I hope we can talk more about the correct balance later.
Once again, welcome to the subcommittee.  This will likely be the last time we meet together like this.  I hope that the next few hours proceed smoothly, and that each of you can give us good news about how you’re implementing our direction.  Gentlemen, I look forward to hearing your testimonies. 

