[image: image1.png]









                    
        


    Contact: Jim Pettit

202.225.4601
Opening Statement

Subcommittee on Homeland Security Appropriations

 Investing in Science and Technology

Panel #1 Witnesses:

Mr. Rich Davis, RTI International

Mr. Marc Sageman, RTI International

Mr. Scott Atran, RTI International

Mr. Christopher Darby, President and CEO, In-Q-Tel

Panel #2 Witness:

Admiral Jay Cohen (Ret.), Under Secretary for Science and Technology, DHS

10:00 AM – Wednesday – March 12, 2008

Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and welcome to our witnesses.  I’ve been advocating for many years that we simply need to do more to embrace the talent and depth of knowledge that exists in the commercial sector.  So, I appreciate the participation from those of you from outside of DHS. 

Mr. Chairman, we have testifying today a truly unique mix of industry experts from RTI International and In-Q-Tel.  I hope their testimony will be stimulating, and challenging to our own preconceptions as to what techniques and approaches may be available to help minimize the threat against our critical infrastructure and key resources.  After all, it should never be lost on anyone that our national security interests start here inside our own borders. 

Our adversaries are incessantly adaptive and uninhibited by radical ideology.  Last week’s Times Square bombing, though we’re still unsure of its source and intent, and even the London bombings two and half years ago exemplify the simplicity of threats we face, but are also indicative of the complexities that confront our ability to prevent them.  It’s often repeated that “the terrorists need to be right just one time… but we must be right one hundred percent of the time”.  So, I believe it is imperative--absolutely imperative--that we stay out in front.  

Today’s panel exemplifies the “out-of-the-box” style of thinking that I believe is absolutely necessary to predict, deter, and mitigate an attack on our homeland.  RTI International has conducted over 10,000 R&D projects in its 50 year history, and is currently engaged in over 1,000 projects for government and private sector customers. Much of which involves the abstract world of basic and applied research, where there may be no tangible or functional result, rather just more of an acute understanding. 

In-Q-Tel began in 1999 as a “venture catalyst” firm…as opposed to venture capitalist…chartered and funded by the U.S. Government.  This organization was charged with the mission of canvassing industry for investment opportunities in technologies for solutions to specific, security-related problem sets.  And it is my understanding that due to their very unique ability to reach deep into industry, much of what In-Q-Tel has provided the Federal government has been instrumental to our national security. 

I believe these companies represent the realm of what is possible for the Department of Homeland Security, or, at the very least, something to learn from in terms of how to push the envelope towards our common goal of improved security.

Panel #2 Witness:

Admiral Jay Cohen (Ret.), Under Secretary for Science and Technology, DHS

I would also like to welcome Secretary Cohen back to the Committee.  Mr. Secretary, as you would expect, we continue to demand the highest return from our investment in science and technology. 

Last year, you testified that 2008 would be a transition year, and we agreed. Accordingly, in the FY 2008 Appropriations Act, we did not fence funding as we had done previously. We were supportive of the plan you put before us, so you were given a degree of flexibility to do one thing…produce demonstrable results.
On paper, the Directorate appears to have laid the critical foundation for its customer driven, output-oriented approach.  On paper, it appears to have been a judicious reorganization. But, we are just halfway through this year, and in my opinion, it is still early to proclaim success. 

In FY 2009, S&T will manage $737 million within its investment portfolio, including well over 100 individual R&D programs throughout its 6 divisions; transition to its customers roughly 35 of those, and initiate another 30 or so new starts.  This is a solid improvement from where we were just a few short years ago—but the proof is not in the numbers, but rather in the technical solutions you deliver to those on the front line.
Mr. Secretary, it appears S&T is on a positive course.  But, that doesn’t mean we should relax in our zeal to do more.  In light of the prepared testimony submitted by the first panel, I will be listening closely to hear how willing and able S&T is to embrace industry as an enabler for improving our security. 

Lastly, it needs to be stated that we are nearing the end of an Administration. This Committee needs to ensure that the structural integrity of S&T is not disrupted by a turnover in executive leadership.  It’s taken us some time to get to this point, and we need to establish continuity.  Prudent investments in basic and applied research opportunities and a predefined roadmap toward the development of enterprising technologies will continue to be a foundation under which S&T executes its piece of the Department’s mission to protect this great Nation.  

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
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