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Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and welcome to those of you just joining us.  Before I make a few comments, I must thank the Chairman and express my sincere appreciation for his honoring the minority’s request to convene a separate hearing on the Mexican drug war—an issue I believe is at the forefront of our homeland security challenges. 

----


With that said, let me be clear when I say the current turf battle between the Mexican drug cartels is, in fact, an all out WAR—7,000 murders since the beginning of last year, including the torture and assassination of numerous Mexican law enforcement officials, is as much an indicator of warfare as I have seen.  And this is a war with potentially devastating consequences for the United States.

But we need to judge those consequences amid facts.  We’ve all read the reports of beheadings, kidnappings, tunneling, and human trafficking – but we must understand the facts to determine the appropriate response in terms of dollars and force.  We need to fully appreciate the Mexican government’s stability, strength, and resolve to counter these narco-terrorists and we need a truthful account of how and where violence is actually creeping across our border.  After all, this war is on our doorstep.
If this savage criminality is left unchecked, the cartels will only continue to expand their influence across the border, exploit our trade lanes, and bring their brand of terror into communities across our country.  And that is something we simply cannot allow to happen.
The escalation in violence and territorial infighting suggests DHS’s efforts to improve our border security, coupled with the truly courageous actions by Mexico’s leadership, have gotten the cartels’ attention.  Unfortunately, this also means things might even get worse before they get better.

So the challenge being presented to DHS by this war is clear.  My question is whether or not we are up to the challenge?

· And when I ask this question, I am not wondering whether we have the proper resources in place to just disrupt this organized crime; I’m wondering whether we have the tools and the will to actually break its back.
Now, I realize that’s a mighty tough chore; but I am certain it is a worthy fight.

Today, I hope we can learn more about the ongoing efforts to wage this good fight, as well as what more can be done by not only DHS, but also by its interagency partners at the Departments of Justice and State.  After all, this is an intricate issue that demands the full attention of all those responsible for supporting security here at home and within neighbors as strategically important as Mexico.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  I look forward to this discussion.
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