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Thank you, Mr. Chairman, and welcome to our distinguished guests.


As we discuss the effectiveness of the Secure Border Initiative during this first panel, and the Mexican drug war during the second, I think it is important that we don’t lose sight of the big picture and what’s at stake—and that’s no less than our Nation’s sovereignty and the unquestionably urgent need for robust border security.


We must not forget that after 9/11, there was universal recognition for the need to gain control of our borders and protect the Nation from dangerous people and dangerous goods.  And, with the creation of CBP, we established a unified, frontline border security agency to carry out this vital chore.

Simply put, CBP serves as our Nation’s filter—letting in legitimate travel and trade, while keeping out all forms of contraband, from WMD and terrorists, to illegal drugs and illegal aliens, to counterfeit goods and even agricultural hazards.


So, I think it is obvious that this mission is as important today, if not more so, than as it was after 9/11.  Failure is simply not an option.
It’s now been just over three years since the SBI was launched—three years and billions upon billions of dollars.  And over this period, with these sizable funds, we’ve made some significant progress:

· Doubling the size of the Border Patrol to now more than 18,000 agents and expanding the CBP Officer workforce to more than 20,000 officers;

· Ending the flawed practice of catch and release; 

· Constructing over 600 miles of pedestrian and vehicular fencing along some of the most frequently traversed sections of our Southwest border; 

· And, improved performance marked by notable drug seizures and a steady decline in apprehensions of illegal aliens along the border.

Positive steps, for sure, but perhaps not nearly enough when we consider the unacceptable delays in the development of the SBInet technology system against a backdrop of intensifying threats.  Threats that include, but are certainly not limited to:
· The bloody turf war between Mexico’s drug cartels—a war that is responsible for some 7,000 murders since the beginning of last year;

· Sprawling cross-border criminal enterprises exploiting the flow of illegal weapons and bulk cash, and the evils of human trafficking and vile drugs.
· Travel of known and suspected terrorists along our Northern Border; and
· Increasingly innovative smuggling techniques ranging from sophisticated underground tunnels to advanced semi-submersible maritime craft to devious attempts at corrupting legitimate modes of cargo delivery.

The complexity and cutthroat nature of these tactics speak to the challenges you all face; but they also tell me you are actually making a real dent in the smugglers' operations.

So now that you’ve made some progress and gotten these thugs’ attention, I must ask all of you:  what are you prepared to do now?
· Are you prepared to follow-through on the needed fencing, fix the problems with SBInet, and get serious about deploying the tools your agents in the field so desperately need to not only sustain this border security fight, but actually win it?
Well, from where I sit, there is no question.  There is no debate.  A sovereign nation has effective control of its borders and that is the standard we are duty-bound to uphold. 

I can assure all of you this Subcommittee is absolutely committed to doing all that is necessary to ensure CBP has the tools it needs to facilitate the legitimate trade our economy thrives on, while also stopping the threats we cannot allow to penetrate into our country.


I thank our witnesses for appearing today and look forward to the discussion of this critical issue.  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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