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Thank you, Mr. Chairman.


Achieving interoperability among the Nation’s emergency response community is a worthy goal I’m sure everyone supports, but also a goal that we are well overdue in achieving.

So, I very much appreciate our panel of witnesses appearing today to discuss this issue—particularly a University of Kentucky Wildcat in Mr. Essid.  I also note the appearance of Mr. Ashley—so we meet again.

It’s déjà vu all over again, Mr. Ashley, because just last week at our Rail and Transit Security hearing we were talking about an enormous amount of grant money languishing in the coffer and not fulfilling the security needs of our Nation.  As I look at the funding history data of both the Interoperable Emergency Communications Grant Program and the Public Safety Interoperable Communications Program – only a pathetic 6.4% of the more $1 billion provided for these programs over the last three fiscal years has actually been spent.  That means there’s more than $997 million that could be out on the streets helping our first responders meet their interoperability needs.  Instead, it’s the same old song we heard last week… and that is simply unacceptable.
So, with that in mind, let me get right to the point:  

· If DHS is serious about reaching the interoperability goals that are laid out in its National Emergency Communications Plan, I’m not seeing the results that should accompany such a commitment.

· If DHS is serious about ensuring its frontline components – namely CBP, ICE, Coast Guard, Secret Service, and local emergency response personnel – can talk with one another, I’m not seeing the kind of progress these operators need.


Simply put, “interoperability” is the right people being able to communicate at the right time—and the recognition of this obvious need for all response and operational personnel is precisely why Congress created the Office of Emergency Communications and required the National Emergency Communications Plan.  But these requirements were not for show—they exist to produce results; tangible results.  

So, whether it’s the Border Patrol trying to talk to a local sheriff along the border, or the Coast Guard trying to radio a nearby hospital, or even a New York City firefighter trying to yell at a nearby cop, “interoperability” is an absolutely essential need for our Nation’s preparedness.  


Today, with the help of our panel of witnesses, I hope we can learn more about the Department’s efforts towards ensuring our emergency responders can communicate as needed, on demand, at all levels of government.  With such a vital need at stake, failure is certainly not an option.  

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  I look forward to this discussion.
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