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Contact: Stefani Zimmerman
202.225.4601
Committee on Appropriations
Subcommittee on Homeland Security

Opening Statement (Panel #2):
Securing the Nation’s Rail and Transit Systems and
Improving the Efficiency of the Aviation Security System
Witnesses:

Ms. Gale Rossides, Acting Administrator, TSA

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

Ms. Rossides, despite being one of TSA’s first employees, today marks your first appearance before the Subcommittee.  So, welcome and thank you for appearing today.

As I have stated many times before, I’m concerned TSA’s approach to aviation security too often falls back upon an over reliance on costly manpower rather than efficiencies gained through technology.


I acknowledge the airport environment is immensely challenging given the confluence of confined space with tight time schedules—all the more reason for investing in the latest screening technologies that can accurately and efficiently detect dangerous items while also reducing the staffing footprint. 


It’s no secret this has been one of the highest priorities of this Subcommittee and the Congress since the inception of TSA.  In fact, we’ve provided nearly        $2 billion for EDS procurement in just the last three years -- hefty sums that I hope are having the intended effects.  

Today, I look forward to learning more abut how this sizable investment in screening technology is allowing TSA to meet its mission requirements more effectively and efficiently.

I also note that this major increase in funding places TSA’s procurement efforts on par with the annual funding levels of other large-scale DHS acquisition programs such as SBInet and Deepwater.  And yet, TSA’s acquisitions continue to be based upon what appear to be year-to-year needs, rather than a strategic, multi-year approach.

So, I hope that we can discuss today how TSA is managing its acquisitions to meet its goals across all of its aviation security programs.  From the inspection of carry-on and checked baggage, to the screening of passengers, to the inspection of air cargo, TSA’s efforts are certainly vital to keeping us all safe and secure.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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