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As you can imagine, there’s a great deal of excitement about the extraordinary talent represented in our fine panel of witnesses for today’s hearing . . . and I’m not just talking about my friends, Louise Slaughter and Todd Platts!  
Wynton Marsalis, Josh Groban, and Linda Ronstadt are among the finest and most accomplished musicians of our time.  Their body of work spans not only decades but many different genres of music.  As a long-time supporter of the arts (and a struggling artist myself), I look forward to each of you sharing your views on the federal role in supporting culture and the arts.
My own state of Idaho has a distinguished record of service with the National Council on the Arts.  It may surprise you that our small state has produced two National Council members—Mark Hofflund, who recently stepped down from a three-year term of service—and Louise McClure, the wife of the great statesman, Senator Jim McClure, who served on the Council from 1991-1997.  

I have to admit, when I heard that Linda Ronstadt would be appearing before our subcommittee today, I was tempted to make my opening statement a compilation of all of my favorite Linda Ronstadt lyrics.  I was going to open my remarks by saying, “People say I’m the life of the party, ‘cause I tell a joke or two.”  I was going to complain to Chairman Dicks that “I’ve been cheated, been mistreated” and ask him, “When will I be loved?”  

But, Linda, your music is so prolific that there’s no way I could possibly work all of your lyrics into my statement in the short time allotted to me this morning.  However, let me assure my friends that as a Member of the minority party, I do know a thing or two about “crying like a rainstorm and howling like the wind.”
In all seriousness, it’s wonderful to have each of our witnesses here today to share their insights and (I hope) their music.  In closing, let me say this:  I don’t know much, but I know I love the arts, and that may be all I need to know.  
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  
