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Of the many challenges and issues facing our subcommittee, budgeting for wildland fire preparedness, suppression, and recovery is the one issue that has for many years confounded Congress, the Forest Service, and the Department of Interior.  
Today, there is bipartisan consensus that the present budgeting process for wildfires needs to be restructured.  I believe there is also a renewed level of commitment among the various stakeholders to address this issue directly.  Each of us shares the common goal of ensuring that fire budgets are not only sufficient, but that non-fire-related accounts are no longer diverted to fund fire needs when suppression accounts are exhausted.  This has become an established practice in recent years—and it has done real harm.  
It’s worth noting that Congress has never treated hurricanes, earthquakes, and floods as anything other than natural disasters.  We don’t pay for these extraordinary events with discretionary dollars.  And yet, we try funding something as complex and unpredictable as catastrophic wildfires from various discretionary accounts under our jurisdiction.  
The House, which passed the FLAME Act last week, is likely to consider a variety of fire budgeting proposals this year.  While this attention is long-overdue, let’s not kid ourselves.  No single agency or legislative action can adequately address a challenge as complex as this.  It will take a collective effort from each and every stakeholder—on the ground where fires occur—and here in Washington where fire budgets are formulated—to tackle this issue.

Before closing, I’d like to mention that my congressional district is the home of the National Interagency Fire Center (NIFC) in Boise, Idaho.  I can think of no better example of interagency cooperation at a government level than the work that is done at NIFC to coordinate fire planning, training, and operations.  It’s a model worth emulating.

I appreciate the collective wisdom represented by both panels of witnesses today.  I’m always eager to hear from state foresters because they bring a unique, hands-on perspective to the discussion.  I thank each of you for being here and look forward to rolling up our sleeves and working together with Chairman Dicks and our subcommittee members to determine a better way to provide adequate fire budgets going forward.  

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

