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Thank you, Mr. Chairman and welcome to our distinguished guests.


Yesterday, we all woke up to some alarming news reports from Seattle, indicating that ICE had not only released from custody 28 known, confirmed illegal immigrants using false documents, but had given 24 of them work permits, allowing the group to go out and get jobs.  Remarkably, I’ve since learned from the Department that this is “typical” policy and practice during major worksite enforcement investigations – a policy that precedes this Administration.  

This doesn’t make it any less alarming and needless to say, I have several concerns with this approach.  This policy affects every law-abiding citizen in America and is an apparent slap in the face for those who are struggling every day in this economic downturn.  Questionable enforcement practices such as these send a decidedly mixed message and effectively put illegal immigrants at the front of the employment line.

While I’m cognizant of the sensitivities surrounding this ongoing criminal investigation, make no mistake -- I do intend to get some answers today on the consequences of these guidelines and its effect on the immigration enforcement missions of the Department.

Having said that, I want to speak to the underlying issue of the day.  Over the past few years, there’s been a concerted effort to prioritize ICE’s enforcement resources towards the identification and removal of criminal aliens.  There has also been a concerted push to improve the accuracy of E-Verify and the process for employment verification.


I have supported these efforts – including the notable initiatives spearheaded by Chairman Price – with the following caveats:

(1) That the emphasis upon criminal aliens is not at the expense of other, critical ICE missions; and

(2) The push to improve and perfect E-Verify doesn’t undermine the system’s usage.

Unfortunately, what I have also seen taking shape over the last two years, is an effort to use “prioritization” as a poorly veiled proxy for immigration reform.

To those who see the FY10 bill as a vehicle for such reform or are simply trying to deprive other, vital immigration enforcement missions of already scarce resources, enough is enough!  I say that is exactly the wrong approach.  

Let’s be serious about this debate.  Every one of us supports robust efforts to identify and remove illegal aliens who commit crimes.  And, every one of us supports an accurate, workable E-Verify system.  

Nevertheless, recent calls from the Administration and others to “re-prioritize,” apply greater “scrutiny”, and “redirect” valuable ICE resources toward criminal alien investigations, come at the detriment of other critical functions and missions.

Let’s be clear, ICE is a multi-mission agency with many priorities.  Priorities that include:

· Disrupting drug smuggling and human trafficking;

· Stopping bulk cash shipments; cross-border child pornography; illegal export of weapons and munitions; and illicit trade practices;

· Protecting export of our national security secrets;

· Conducting worksite enforcement and document fraud prevention; 

· Combating organized, criminal gangs and terrorist travel; and of course, 

· Apprehending, detaining, and deporting illegal immigrants.

Which one of those missions is not a priority?  I believe it’s abundantly clear that ICE’s efforts in all of these areas are as vital to law enforcement as they are to homeland security.


After all, every one of the 9/11 hijackers exploited the legal immigration system—none of them could have been classified as so-called “criminal aliens”.


And, in the midst of a turbulent economic downturn, perhaps now is the absolute worst time to relax any effort that protect American workers from fraud – be it illegal imports or a job unlawfully filled.


So, as we discuss the “priorities” of immigration enforcement and employment verification here today, we must remember that it is Congress that writes the law.  ICE and CIS are charged with carrying out the law.  To tell the dedicated men and women of these frontline agencies to pick and choose which laws to actually enforce is simply misguided and unworkable.

ICE and CIS must have all available tools at their disposal to combat the wide range of threats currently confronting our country.

I, for one, want to see them succeed. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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