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Thank you Mr. Chairman.

Chairman Visclosky has already talked about the highlights of this bill, so I don’t need to repeat any of that.

For those seeking immediate relief at the gas pump, they will probably be disappointed in this bill.  We all wish that we had some magic bullet that would reduce gas prices overnight.  Unfortunately, the reality is that Department of Energy is primarily a research agency, and the activities that we fund in this bill support research into a wide range of energy alternatives.  Hopefully, those research investments will make a difference in the not-too-distant future, but no one should expect results this summer.  We didn’t get into this situation overnight, and it will take some time to work our way out of it.  

I would like to commend our Chairman and the subcommittee staff, and especially Taunja Berquam as the clerk, for a fine bill this year.  It takes a thoughtful approach to some very challenging Energy and Water issues.  Of course I might have done some of the details a little differently, but those are the prerogative of the Chairman and the majority party.  As he did when I was Chairman, I will support his decisions 100 percent.
I am pleased that the Subcommittee continues its support for nuclear power, with full funding for Yucca Mountain, the requested extension of the authority for nuclear loan guarantees, and a significant increase in research for the next-generation nuclear plant.  Despite our mutual frustrations with how the Department has bungled the GNEP initiative, we are doing the right thing by maintaining a modest research program on spent fuel recycling under the Advanced Fuel Cycle Initiative,.  We have to hedge our bets on a variety of energy sources, but nuclear power will certainly continue to play a major role in our energy portfolio for the foreseeable future.
The Chairman has continued the tradition of bipartisan cooperation that has always been one of the hallmarks of this Subcommittee.  I think all of the subcommittee Members are proud to be part of that tradition.  I do hope that we can take this bill to the floor in July, and really finish our FY2009 appropriations job on schedule. 
This Subcommittee has always stepped up in a responsible manner to address national needs.  Constituents in your State, and several other Midwestern States, have faced some catastrophic flooding in recent months. That is normally the kind of situation that we would remedy with an emergency supplemental.

It is truly unfortunate that, with an emergency supplemental still pending before the House this week, we have had no opportunity to offer any amendments, either in full Committee or on the House floor, to address these domestic natural disasters.

I don’t know how we can ever explain to our constituents that this supplemental will include millions of dollars in additional funding for the Hanford cleanup, something that is not an emergency and is only included because certain Senators insist on it, and yet this same supplemental will not include any specific funding for the Corps of Engineers to address the real emergency of Midwestern flooding.  Mr. Chairman, I fear the process the leadership has adopted to force through this supplemental will do irreparable damage to the integrity of our process, and to the long bipartisan tradition that we have shared on the Appropriations Committee.  Having said that, I recognize that the decisions about the supplemental process happened way above your level.  
Before I close, I would like to take a moment to honor the former Commissioner of the Bureau of Reclamation, John Keys III, who died last month in the crash of a small plane out in Utah.  Mr. Keys worked for Reclamation for nearly 40 years, and was the Commissioner from 2001 to 2006.  He testified before this Subcommittee a number of times, and was always candid and forthright in his dealing with Congress.  Mr. Keyes was an outstanding public servant, and we will miss him. 

Mr. Chairman, despite the partisan differences over the process and substance of the supplemental bill, worsened in an election year, you have my commitment to do everything we can to maintain this Subcommittee as an island in the storm, a place where partisan differences are set aside and Members work together to solve problems. I think our constituents expect nothing less from us.
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