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Mr. Chairman, I will not take a great deal of time.  I think you’ve hit upon most of the highlights in this bill so I don’t think I need to reiterate on the ground you’ve already covered.

I want to thank the Chairman for what has been a good year and so far, a good process in putting this bill together.  We may disagree on some things like CAFÉ and how to address climate change, and perhaps the 302(b) allocation for this bill.  
But overall, I think he has done an acceptable job of allocating the resources available to him.  I’m pleased with the restoration of CDBG which will help all of our local communities.  Funding for the Neighborhood Reinvestment Corporation is needed so they can continue to address the housing crisis.  And the investments in FAA's NextGen technology is important to address air travel congestion and safety.

I appreciate the Chairman’s comity as we’ve worked through this year.  As such, I will support the bill in this form.  

But my main concerns lie with the future of some of these programs.  First and foremost, we are at a crossroad in the authorizations for both the surface and the aviation transportation programs.  There are a great number of challenges, and the markets seem to be shrinking and overcrowded at the same time.  The authorizing committees of jurisdiction need to act quickly, and thoughtfully, to address the challenges and provide some direction so that we can continue to do our work.  The answer cannot remain the status quo, and this committee cannot be left holding the bag.  

In housing we are also facing many challenges as we grapple with the mortgage crisis, rising construction costs, and the issue of affordable housing.  Again, the answer cannot remain the status quo, but the answer is also not to simply add more money.  
By continuing on the track that this bill takes – just add more and more money – we are digging a hole for ourselves from which we may not be able to climb out.  We cannot keep adding more and more money and simply accepting fewer and fewer results.  We cannot expect the American taxpayer to simply give and give and give.
Now, I do not fault the Chairman for the predicament – to fix these problems it will take the whole Congress.  But I fear he is in an impossible situation of facing these problems.

I don’t anticipate any amendments at this point in the process, and I’m hopeful we can move forward expeditiously to full committee – whenever that may be.  
I again thank the Chairman and return the balance of my time.
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