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Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  

As the Ranking Member of the Subcommittee, I would like to begin my remarks by thanking the Chairman.  I appreciate the rigorous approach you have brought to carrying out our oversight responsibilities, and the fair and even-handed way you have conducted the business of the Subcommittee.  You have been open and responsive to issues and concerns raised by all Members.  I thank you for your commitment to this Committee’s tradition of bipartisanship and regular order.   

This bill includes increases to priority programs that all Members can support.  The Chairman has done an admirable job of ensuring that adequate funds are provided for critical national priorities such as FBI Counterterrorism programs, local crime-fighting efforts, and cutting-edge scientific research.

However, I believe we could have met the most urgent needs by prioritizing within a lower allocation.  The allocation given to this Subcommittee is $56.9 billion, which is $5 billion above the current year.  That is an increase of 9.8 percent.  The bill is also $3.2 billion above the President’s request.  With this very generous allocation, virtually every agency and account in the bill is funded at, or above, the President’s request.  

I would like to briefly highlight some of the most important contents of the bill.  In the Commerce Department, the bill fully supports the original request for the 2010 Decennial Census.  We recently received an amended request for an additional $540 million that is not addressed in this bill.  I understand that the companion bill reported in the other body does include this funding.  I look forward to working with the Chairman to address the management problems and ultimately provide the necessary funds to ensure an accurate and timely Census.

I appreciate the Chairman providing increased funding for the US Trade Representative.  This funding is critical to support the growth of free and fair trade, a key to our future economic well-being and security.

In the Justice Department, the bill includes increases of over $400 million for the FBI, most notably in critical counterterrorism programs.  It includes $3.1 billion for State and Local Law Enforcement accounts, including programs addressing violence against women, gangs, and methamphetamine, as well as an increase in the SCAAP program to help localities deal with the growing costs of incarcerating criminal aliens.  

This bill will make a real impact in the fight against child exploitation.  It includes $63 million for Missing and Exploited Children programs; $10m for sex offender management assistance; and increases of $16 million for Federal Law Enforcement agencies to combat child exploitation using the Internet, and to apprehend unregistered sex offenders.  

I am also very pleased that the bill includes increased funding for the DEA’s Mobile Enforcement Teams to help local law enforcement deal with the most acute cases of drug-related crime and violence.  

In addition I would like to acknowledge the Chairman for championing necessary increases for the Bureau of Prisons, both in the Supplemental and in this bill.  We must provide the funds to operate a safe and secure Federal Prison System.  The killing of a correctional officer over the weekend at the Federal Penitentiary in Atwater, California, is a terrible reminder of the difficult and dangerous work that Prison employees face every day.  Our thoughts and prayers are with his family.     

The bill funds NASA at $17.8 billion, which is $155 million above the request.  This level will keep NASA on track with the development of the Orion and Ares Exploration systems, while also providing increases for Space Science and Aeronautics Research.  The bill also funds the requested amount for the National Science Foundation, an increase of 13%.  

While overall funding levels for NSF and NIST are very healthy, I would have preferred more funding within those agencies allocated to the core basic scientific research that fosters innovation, the engine of our economy.  The NSF and NIST core research accounts are $80 million below the requested level.

In conclusion, I would like to again express my appreciation to Chairman Mollohan and Chairman Obey for their openness and consideration.  I am grateful for the cooperative approach, and I look forward to working together as the process continues.

