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Thank you Mr. Chairman,
I would like to thank Chairman Visclosky for producing an excellent bill.  It takes a thoughtful approach to some major water resources and energy issues facing the country.  It won’t bring down gas prices overnight, but the reality is that Department of Energy is primarily a research agency, and the investments that we fund in this bill on energy alternatives will not yield overnight results.  As I said last week at Subcommittee markup last week, we didn’t get into this energy situation overnight, and it will take some time to work our way out of it.

As important as the substance of the bill is the process that the majority used to develop it.  I have no complaints whatsoever on the process front – Chairman Visclosky treated the minority very fairly in this bill.  He has treated me and my minority colleagues on the Subcommittee as equals, and has done his best to address our needs and our concerns.  I am pleased to be part of a Subcommittee that takes a bi-partisan, pragmatic approach to getting its work done.
I would like to thank all of the staff on both sides of the Subcommittee, as well as in my office and Chairman Visclosky’s, for their dedication and hard work.  I especially want to single out the Subcommittee clerk, Taunja Berquam.  She came to the Subcommittee as a detailee from the Corps of Engineers several years ago, and we knew right away that we had a keeper.  She has done an outstanding job in her first year as clerk, and it makes me glad that this Committee that can still attract and retain staff of such high caliber.  
I also want to recognize our two agency detailees this year, Lauren from the Louisville District of the Corps of Engineers and Uday from the DOE Office of Science.  They have contributed their expertise, and many many long hours, to making this a good bill and report.
I am pleased that the Subcommittee continues its support for nuclear power, with full funding for Yucca Mountain, the requested extension of the authority for nuclear loan guarantees, and a significant increase in research for the next-generation nuclear plant.  Despite our mutual frustrations with how the Department has bungled the GNEP initiative, we are doing the right thing by maintaining a modest research program on spent fuel recycling under the Advanced Fuel Cycle Initiative.  We have to hedge our bets on a variety of energy sources, but nuclear power will certainly continue to play a major role in our energy portfolio for the foreseeable future.
This bill provides $500 million in financial assistance, primarily through grants, to help communities and industries adopt new energy efficient technologies.  I understand the politics behind a block grant program and these other forms of financial assistance, but we should not have to pay people to adopt energy-saving technologies when there is already plenty of economic incentive to do so.  And I am not enthused about giving a half billion of new spending authority to the Department of Energy to administer.  As I said at full committee markup of this bill last year, increased spending at DOE is no guarantee of increased results, and that is still true.
Lastly, I want to talk for a minute about the catastrophic flooding in the Midwest.  I thank Chairman Obey for including significant funding in the supplemental to address this problem.  Though you know that we in the minority had great discomfort with the process used to develop this supplemental and move it through the House, I give you credit for getting to the right answer on this issue.  But the money we provided to the Corps raises some larger questions about the wisdom of how we do flood control in this country.  
I would have thought that the tragic experience of the Gulf Coast hurricanes several years would have taught us about the dangers of over-reliance on levees.  Here are we again, in 2008, learning that levees are not a complete solution to flooding.  Any levee, no matter how well it is built and maintained, can be overtopped.  The very existence of these levees can promote a false sense of security, and can encourage additional development behind the levees, both of which can worsen the situation when the levee eventually overtops.  Not IF they overtop— WHEN.

For all of the money that this Committee and this Congress spends every year on flood control and emergency flood response, it is time that we look for more comprehensive and effective solutions to flood control.  That may include non-structural measures in the floodplain, it may include upstream storage where the topography allows that, and it most certainly must include more stringent zoning of development in the floodplain.  We cannot continue to spend billions of dollars every year on Band-Aid solutions.
In conclusion, Mr. Chairman, I believe that my good friend and colleague, Chairman Visclosky, has produced a balanced and responsible Energy and Water bill for fiscal year 2009.  I intend to support his bill fully, and I encourage other Members to do so as well.
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