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Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  

I would like to begin my remarks by thanking the Chairman.  I appreciate the approach you have brought to carrying out our oversight responsibilities, and the fair and even-handed way you have conducted the business of the Subcommittee.  You have been open and responsive to issues and concerns raised by Members on this side of the aisle.  I thank you for your commitment to this Committee’s tradition of bipartisanship and regular order.   
The Chairman has described many of the details.  This bill includes important increases to priority programs that all Members can support.  Throughout our hearing schedule we heard about urgent funding requirements.  However, I believe we could have met the most urgent needs by prioritizing within a lower allocation.  
The allocation given to this Subcommittee is $64.4 billion, which is $6.8 billion or 11.7% above 2009, and $197 million below the President’s request.  This very generous allocation allows virtually every agency and account in the bill a significant increase, and, I believe, is more than sufficient to address the highest priority needs in a satisfactory way.  The size of the allocation has meant that we are able to avoid making tough but necessary decisions to maintain fiscal discipline.  This level of spending increase is unsustainable in light of our growing deficits and debt.
I would like to briefly highlight some of the most important contents of the bill.  In the Commerce Department, the bill includes a $4 billion increase for the 2010 Decennial Census.  Along with the unrequested $1 billion in the Stimulus bill, this increase should ensure an accurate and timely census.

Also under Commerce, the bill funds important trade enforcement work with regard to China, and Bureau of Industry and Security programs to enforce dual-use export controls and respond to cyber espionage threats.  The bill also includes important increases for innovation research at NIST.  

In the Justice Department, the bill includes the full request for new S&E appropriations for the FBI, including an increase of over $400 million in critical counterterrorism programs.  I appreciate the Chairman also including a $35 million initiative for FBI and ATF to address the violent gang problem nation-wide.  

The bill includes over $600 million above the request for State and Local Law Enforcement accounts, including $300 million for the State Criminal Alien Assistance Program, which the President proposed to eliminate.  This represents a reduction of $100 million from the FY09 level, which may be difficult to sustain when the overall level of the bill is rising so steeply.

Despite the cut to SCAAP, the bill includes a $346 million increase for law enforcement along the Southwest Border, fighting drug and gun trafficking, and meeting growing detention and judicial security needs.  
I commend the Chairman for his initiative to provide increased funding for prisoner re-entry programs at the Federal, State and local level.  I strongly support efforts to increase work opportunities for inmates, and reduce criminal recidivism.

The bill funds NASA at $18.2 billion, but freezes funding at the current level for Exploration activities, pending a blue ribbon panel review of future options.  I think the Chairman would agree that we look forward to agreement on a bold human space flight program going forward that can enjoy continued strong funding support from the Congress. 

The bill includes an increase of 6.9% for the National Science Foundation, with an even larger percentage increase for basic scientific research grants.  This represents an important continuing investment in innovation and competitiveness.
Finally, on the issue of Guantanamo detainees, I do not believe that they should be released in the United States.  I also do not think they should be transferred here for prosecution or detention unless the President presents and justifies a plan, and Congress can review that plan’s costs and risks.

Transferring detainees abroad also carries risks as the Department of Defense has documented the extraordinary number of those released who have returned to acts of terrorism or violence.  
We are awaiting the outcome of the supplemental language on the Guantanamo issue.  This bill, as it currently stands, does not provide the funding requested by the Department of Justice for costs related to closing Guantanamo, and it includes language restricting releases and transfers to the U.S.  I look forward to working with the Chairman and other Members to ensure that the final language will in fact achieve all the objectives I mentioned.

In conclusion, I would like to again express my appreciation to Chairman Mollohan for his openness to the concerns and priorities of all Members of the Subcommittee, and for the regular order process that we are beginning today.  
