House Appropriations Committee, Republicans

Ranking Member Jerry Lewis 


Website address: http://republicans.appropriations.house.gov 
July 21, 2009
Contact: Jennifer Hing, (202) 226-7007
FACT SHEET: Fiscal Year 2010 Transportation, Housing and Urban Development Appropriations Bill
The Fiscal Year 2010 Transportation, Housing and Urban Development, and Related Agencies Appropriations bill contains a total of $123.1 billion. This includes $68.8 billion in discretionary spending which is $13.8 billion - or 25% - over last year’s level. This total does not include the $61.8 billion included in the “stimulus” bill for transportation and housing programs. 

When all appropriations spending is combined, funding for programs within this bill will have increased 146% since the Democrats took over in fiscal year 2007. 
However, even with the massive increase included in the bill, the legislation does nothing to address the looming shortfalls in the Highway Trust Fund – which is expect to become insolvent within a matter of weeks. This means that without Congress providing an emergency infusion of cash, payments to States for transportation projects will start to be affected in August. 

Providing a 25 percent increase in this bill at a time when we are drowning in debt and deficits is dangerously irresponsible. And, approving this huge increase without doing anything about the budget disasters looming on the horizon will only magnify our nation’s financial problems. In a recent report, the non-partisan Congressional Budget Office warned that excessive spending proposed by the Administration and Democrats in Congress – such as contained in this bill - will lead to a doubling of the national debt in 5 years, and will drive the Debt- to-GDP ratio from 41% today to a staggering 71%, essentially paralyzing our economy. 
Bill Highlights/Concerns:

Transportation – 

Transportation programs total $75.8 billion in this legislation which is $8.6 billion over last year’s level and $3.3 billion over the President’s request. This includes $12.5 billion for the Federal Aviation Administration ($605.5 million over last year), $41.2 billion for federal highways ($3.4 billion over last year), $1.5 billion for Amtrak, $4 billion in new spending for high speed rail, and $10.5 billion for transit programs ($352.4 million over last year). 
Housing and Community Development – 

Housing and community development programs total $47.1 billion, and include $18 billion for the Section 8 voucher program $26.4 billion for public and Indian housing ($1.9 billion over last year), $4.6 billion for the Community Development Fund ($2.3 billion less than last year), and $8.1 billion for project-based housing assistance ($600 million over last year). 

 “National Infrastructure Bank” - 

Of the $4 billion provided for high speed rail, the bill allows $2 billion to be transferred to a non-existent “National Infrastructure Bank.” This program has not been authorized by either the House or the Senate, and the Administration has yet to provide a plan for the proposed program. 
“Green” Initiatives - 

The bill contains funding for several “sustainable” or “green” transportation programs, including $182 million for “green” transit facilities, $48 million for alternative aviation fuel research, $3.9 million to reduce “maritime environmental impacts.” The housing portion of the bill also contains funding for “green” programs, including $150 million for a new, “Sustainable Communities Initiative,” and $50 million to expand the use of “energy efficient mortgages.”
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	Agency
	FY09 Enacted (total budgetary resources)
	FY10 Request

(total budgetary resources)
	H.R. XXXX

(total budgetary resources)
	H.R. XXXX
vs. FY09
	Committee 
vs. Request

	Department of Transportation
	$67,211,683
	$72,429,295
	$75,769,793
	+$8,558,110
	+$3,340,498

	Department of Housing and Urban Development
	41,535,290
	45,482,659
	47,049,751
	+5,514,461
	+1,567,092

	Related Agencies
	303,012
	5,296,438
	329,312
	+26,300
	-4,967,126

	TOTAL
	$109,049,985
	$123,208,392
	$123,148,856
	+$14,098,871
	-$59,536
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